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	Graanprodusent en Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van 2011

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA) 

	Die Graanprodusent en Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van die Jaar-toekennings is ŉ hoogtepunt op die jaarlikse landboukalender en vanjaar was geen uitsondering nie.  Die glansgeleentheid het plaasgevind op Vrydag, 30 September 2011 by die Velmore Estate buite Pretoria en talle rolspelers oor die hele landbouspektrum het die geleentheid bygewoon.
Die toekennings is daarop gemik om erkenning te gee aan suksesvolle graanprodusente wat met passie en toewyding hul ondernemings sodanig bedryf dat dit ŉ voorbeeld en inspirasie vir ander kan wees.  Graan SA wil nie net aan hierdie finaliste en uiteindelik die Graanprodusent en Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van die Jaar 2011 erkenning gee nie, maar ook aan alle graanprodusente van Suid-Afrika.
Graanprodusent van die Jaar
Die Barnard-familie van Vlakplaas Boerdery naby Hoopstad is aangewys as Graanprodusent van die Jaar 2011.  Mnr. Koos Barnard en sy seuns Janes, Abraham en Kobus funksioneer soos ŉ goed ge-oliede masjien en werk in perfekte harmonie saam.  Hulle verbou hoofsaaklik mielies, met koring en grondbone as wisselbougewasse.  Die Barnards kyk lank reeds nie meer na prys as R/ton nie, maar as R/ha.  Hulle is ook terdeë bewus van die uitdagings wat landbou in Suid-Afrika inhou, maar voel dat dit elke produsent se keuse is om dit met ŉ positiewe of negatiewe gesindheid te benader.  Hulle deelname en lidmaatskap van Graan SA strek reeds sedert die SAMPI- en NAMPO-era en volgens hulle kan hulle nie dink dat ŉ graanprodusent sonder ŉ bedryfsorganisasie kan voortbestaan nie.  
Die ander finaliste was mnr George Barnard van Groblersdal en mnr Bennie van Niekerk van Prieska.
Syngenta is reeds vir etlike jare hoofborg van hierdie geleentheid en ook die borg van die Graanprodusent van die Jaar-toekenning.
Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van die Jaar
Mnr. Koos Mthimnkulu van Senekal is as vanjaar se Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van die Jaar aangewys.  Mnr. Mthimkulu is op ŉ plaas in die Paul Roux-omgewing gebore waar hy op ŉ jong ouderdom take op dié plaas begin verrig het.  Hy het op 26-jarige ouderdom na die plaas, Mieliebult, verhuis waar hy onder leiding van mnr. Frikkie du Preez kennis opgedoen het van implemente en gewas-aanplanting.  In 2007 is hy die plaas, Astoria, deur die Departemente van Landbou en Grondsake aangebied.  Hy is ŉ suksesvolle produsent en  word ondersteun deur sy seun, Clifford, wat saam met hom boer. Hulle is baie dankbaar vir die ondersteuning wat hulle ontvang van Graan SA.  Die ander finaliste was mnr Malefane Makubo van Witsieshoek en mnr Thando Lolwane van Bapong.
Absa is die medeborg van die geleentheid en ook die borg van die  Ontwikkelende Graanprodusent van die Jaar-toekenning.
Graanwetenskaplike van die Jaar
Bo en behalwe produsente is daar ook ander rolspelers wat die sukses van die bedryf bepaal. Hoewel Graan SA nie noodwendig op ŉ jaarlikse basis toekennings binne hierdie kategorie maak nie, bly dit belangrik om op ‘n deurlopende basis kennis te neem van die waardetoevoeging wat wetenskaplikes en landboukundiges maak ten opsigte van produsente se winsgewendheid en volhoubaarheid. 
Die Graanwetenskaplike van 2011 is Prof André Agenbag van die Universiteit van Stellenbosch.  Na die verwerwing van ‘n  BSc Agric graad in 1973 aan die Universiteit van Stellenbosch, verwerf hy ook sy MSc (1976) en PhD (1987) grade aan dieselfde universiteit. Gedurende sy professionele loopbaan het prof Agenbag  59 wetenskaplike en 90 populêre artikels gepubliseer.
 Die ander genomineerde in die kategorie was mnr  Kobus van Zyl van Omnia.
Eretoekennings
Dr Jan Dreyer en Prof Allan Bennie se betrokkenheid by en aktiewe bydrae tot die graanbedryf in die algemeen het daartoe gelei dat die gesogte toekenning van Graanwetenskaplike van die Jaar beide al te beurt geval het.
Dit was egter sedert die eerste toekennings as Mielieman van die Jaar, tans Graanprodusent van de Jaar, dat Dr Dreyer en prof Bennie instrumenteel betrokke was as lede van die paneel beoordelaars. Graan SA huldig hul kundigheid en oordeel as beoordelaars, ŉ taak wat hulle albei vir meer as twintig jaar reeds met passie vervul om ŉ aktiewe bydrae te maak tot hierdie projek, maar ook tot landbou in die algemeen.
Graan SA wil graag die persone geluk wens met hul onderskeie prestasies en alle borge bedank vir hul bydrae en ondersteuning. 




 

	Landbouskrywers: Boer en Landboukundige van die Jaar

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA)

	Die Landbouskrywers van die Sentrale Streek het op Vrydag, 30 September die Vrystaatse Landboukundige van die Jaar aangekondig, en dit is niemand anders nie as Graan SA se eie Nico Hawkins.
Nico het, in sy loopbaan van meer as 30 jaar, onder meer die proses van deregulering van die landboumarkte in SA meegemaak. Hy word hoog geag vir sy bydrae tot die vestiging van veral Graan SA se bedryfsinligtingstelsels.
Nico het na ŉ honneursgraad in landbou-ekonomie aan die Universiteit van Pretoria sy loopbaan as adjudant-offisier in die Dept Korrektiewe Dienste begin, vir wie hy ŉ gemengde boerdery bestuur het.  
Hierna het hy as Hoofbestuurder van die Wintergraanprodusente-organisasie gewerk tot 1999, waarna hy by die Graan SA-span aangesluit het as ŉ senior ekonoom in marknavorsing. Hy is sedert 2006 hoof van Graan SA se Bedryfsbedieningsafdeling.
‘n Boer en ‘n landboukundige word in elke provinsie aangewys en op 11 November 2011 word die Nasionale Boer en Landboukundige van die Jaar in Kaapstad aangewys.
Graan SA wens Nico geluk met hierdie besonderse prestasie en wens hom alle sterkte toe vir die nasionale kompetisie. 
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	Grain Producer and Developing Grain Producer of 2011


	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Grain SA)

	The Grain Producer and Developing Grain Producer of the Year-awards is a highlight on the annual agricultural calendar and this year was no exception.  This prestigious event took place on Friday, 30 September 2011 at the Velmore Estate outside Pretoria and various role players across the agricultural spectrum attended the event.
These awards aim to acknowledge successful grain producers who operate their businesses with such passion and commitment so as to be an example and inspiration for others. Grain SA not only wants to acknowledge the finalists and ultimately the Grain Producer and Developing Grain Producer of the Year 2011, but also all grain producers of South Africa.
Grain Producer of the Year
The Barnard-family of Vlakplaas Farm near Hoopstad was named Grain Producer of the Year 2011. Mr Koos Barnard and his sons Janes, Abraham and Kobus function like a well-oiled machine and work together in perfect harmony.  They grow mainly maize with wheat and groundnuts as rotation crops.  The Barnards don’t look at price as R/tonne anymore put as R/ha. They are also aware of the challenges faced by agriculture in South Africa, but feel that every producer has a choice whether to approach these challenges with a positive or negative attitude. Their participation and membership of Grain SA stretches since the SAMPI and NAMPO era and according to them they cannot believe that a grain producer can survive without a producers’ organisation. The other finalists in this category were mr George Barnard of Groblersdal and mr Bennie van Niekerk of Prieska.
Syngenta has for several years been the main sponsor of this event and also sponsors the Grain Producer of the Year award.
Developing Grain Producer of the Year
Mr Koos Mthimkulu of Senekal is this year’s Developing Grain Producer of the Year. Mr Mthimkulu was born on a farm near Paul Roux and started performing tasks on the farm at an early age. At age 26 he moved to the farm, Mieliebult, and under the direction of mr Frikkie du Preez he learnt a lot about implements and crop planting. He was offered the farm Astoria in 2007 by the Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs. He is a successful farmer and is supported by his son, Clifford, who farms with him. They are grateful for the support they get from Grain SA. The other finalists in this category were Mr Malefane Makubo of Witsieshoek and Mr Thando Lolwane from Bapong.
Absa is the co-sponsor of the event and also the sponsor of the Developing Grain Producer of the Year award.
Grain Scientist of the Year
In addition to producers there are other role players who determine the success of the industry. Although Grain SA doesn’t necessarily make an award within this category on an annual basis, it remains important to take cognizance of the value that scientists and agronomists are making towards the profitability and sustainability of producers.
The Grain Scientist of 2011 is Prof André Agenbag of the University of Stellenbosch. After obtaining a BSc Agric degree in 1973 from the University of Stellenbosch, he obtained his MSc (1976) and PhD (1987) degrees at the same university. During his professional career, Prof Agenbag published 59 scientific and 90 popular articles. The other nominee in this category was Mr HJJ van Zyl from
Honorary Awards
Dr Jan Dreyer and Prof Allan Bennies’s active involvement in and contribution to the grain industry led to both being named Grain Scientist of the Year in the past.  It was, however, since the first awards as Mielieman of the Year, currently the Grain Producer of the Year, that dr Dreyer and Prof Bennie have been instrumental as members of the panel of judges. Grain SA honour their opinion and expertise as judges, a task that both of them have been fulfilling for more than twenty years with passion as to make an active contribution to this project, but also to agriculture in general. 
Grain SA would like to congratulate these people on their respective achievements and thank all sponsors for their contribution and support.



	Agricultural Writers: Farmer and  Agriculturist of the Year


	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Grain SA)

	The Agricultural Writers of the Central Region announced the Free State’s Agriculturist of the Year on Friday, 30 September 2011. The winner of this award is none other than Grain SA’s own Nico Hawkins.
In his career of over 30 years Nico was, amongst others, part of the deregulation of the agricultural markets in South Africa and he is highly regarded for his contribution towards the establishment of the industry information systems of Grain SA.
Nico obtained an honours degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of Pretoria and started his career as a warrant officer in the Dept Correctional Services.
Thereafter he worked as General Manager of the Winter Cereal Producers organisation until 1999, where after he joined Grain SA as a senior economist in market research. He has been the manager of Grain SA’s Industry Services Department since 2006.
Each province nominates a farmer and an agriculturist and on 11 November 2011 the National Farmer and Agriculturist of the Year will be announced in Cape Town.
Grain SA wants to use this opportunity to congratulate Nico on this remarkable achievement and wishes him all the best for the national competition. 


